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Now we begin to look at the Mass in more detail beginning with the Introductory Rite.  When we come 
to Mass we gather together in response to the call of God.  It is God who gathers us together.  Nathan 
Mitchell expresses this idea when he states:  “Liturgy is not something beautiful we do for God, but 
something beautiful God does for us and among us” (Worship, November 2010:   550).  

The purpose of the Introductory Rite is to prepare us to allow God to do something beautiful for us, 
among us, and within us.  The General Instruction of the Roman Missal tells that the Introductory Rites 
“have the character of a beginning, introduction, and preparation.” (#46). 

It brings us together and prepares us to hear the Word of God and to receive the Body and Blood of 
Christ in the Eucharist.  The parts of the Introductory Rite are:  The Entrance, the Greeting, Penitential 
Act, the Gloria, and the Opening Prayer or Collect. 

Although the Introductory Rite is short, it has an important purpose as David Fedor has pointed 
out:  “How we begin our Eucharistic celebration sets the tone for the entire liturgy.  From the moment 
the singing begins, we transition from our everyday activities into the celebration of the mystery of 
God’s love”  (Fedor, David E., “Ritual Formation:  Entrance Chant:  Getting Things Started.”  Ministry & 
Liturgy, 39 (June-July 2012):  19). 

This is why it is so important for us to come to Mass before it begins so that we can really enter into the 
Mass.  Anything we do in life, if we want it to be done well, requires preparation.  Our full, active, and 
conscious participation in the Mass is something we must prepare for and the Introductory Rite helps us 
to do this. 

In this Introductory Rite, Christ gathers us together so we may become a community ready to hear the 
word of God and be nourished by the Eucharist.  Don Saliers reminds us that “…the point is encounter 
and communion with the living God” and that at “…the heart of worship is the act of gathering” (Don E. 
Saliers, “Liturgical Aesthetics Again.”  Worship, 89 (September 2015):  466 and 467). 
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